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Racism after the Civil War

According to many historians, the civil was expected to be the end of majority of a wide range of issues which had affected the United States for quite a long time. According to many, the victory in the war should have given very many slaves freedom. However, the various processes that took place after the Civil War led to a different set of challenges to the United States. After the end of the Civil War in 1865, President Andrew Johnson took the arms of power. During that time, legislatures from the southern state passed laws which were restrictive to the black. The laws were aimed at controlling labor and behavior of the former slaves and any other African American. These laws gained a lot of support from the Northern states and it was clear that at that point racism was inevitable. Contrary to the different expectations from people, racism arose at the end of the Civil War which resulted in many lasting effects on the United States, especially in the Southern States, such as slavery, legislation, and the reconstruction. 
Slavery is a major effect of the racism that arose after the civil war. Although a lot was done to ensure the end of slavery including the fourteenth and fifteenth amendments, the African Americans were still enslaved. Some democrats who referred themselves as the Redeemers did several things to limit every right that the African Americans had. The created poll taxes upon the African Americans to prevent them from exercising their rights to vote. Majority of the blacks were not working and therefore, they were not able to pay for the taxes. In addition, the Democrats developed literacy tests for the blacks and because majority of them were not educated, they were unable to read neither write, hence unable to participate in voting and many other social activities. Slavery among the African Americans was not only in the political arena, but also in the social stage. Slavery was really strengthened by the fact that even in their land; no Southern resident was allowed to serve in any public office. All public offices were occupied by the Democrat whites. The entire administration and justice system was held by the whites to ensure that none of the African Americans exercised power. Although the Southern economy was initially powerful due to their cotton market, it was destroyed by the civil war enabling the Northern to access entry in the south and control labor on the desperate blacks (The conversation, 2017). 
Another effect of racism in the United States, mostly in the southern states is legislation. Due to racism, majority or all the legislatures were whites. There was a lot of confusion in regards to what should be done and who has which right. The conflict between natural laws and natural rights led to various amendments. There was the 13th, 14th and the 15th amendments which were actually adopted in succession. Originally, the constitution did not have constraints about the power of the states to either institute or not to institute slavery. However, the amendments took the power from the states and attempted to make the natural right to liberty constitutional. However, a lot of severe legislative challenges arose from the defeated former slave states. A series of laws known as the Black Codes were passed in numerous states. These laws did not in any way return freedom to the states but they out rightly discriminated against them and were to their disadvantage. In the 13th amendment, there was a clause the empowered the congress to enforce its provisions using appropriate legislation. This led to a debate in the Congress on whether any legislation overturning the Black Codes was the right one under the amendment. After a long debate, the Civil Rights Act of 1866 was passed and a new draft amendment was adopted. The adoption was thought by many to build constitutional protection against many oppressing laws such as the Black Codes. The Black Codes were actually vagrancy laws which enabled the black people who were newly set free to be arrested and sentenced to hard labor. These legislations really affected the African Americans leading to a reaction in 1866 by the Republican congress through placing the Southern States under military rule. This was aimed at setting on foot the reconstruction program and enacts and passes laws which would last longer. Another legislation which was as a result of racism was the Enforcement Act of 1870, which banned the use of bribery and terror to prevent people from voting due to their race. This was actually a remedy to the many amendments which had been passed to discriminate the blacks based on their race (LIoyd Sealy Library 2018). 
Reconstruction was another effect of racism after the Civil War. Reconstruction is actually that period after the Civil War. A lot really happened during the reconstruction which was basically due to racism. Reconstruction was basically the rebuilding of the United States. This was a time of great pain mostly to the African Americans because they were subjected to hard labor and slavery due to their race. Actually the reconstruction process was dominated by racism. Although the war had ended, reconstruction was simply a war because it was a struggle which was started by the northerners with the intention of punishing the Southerners despite their desperate desire to keep their way of life. Although slavery was believed to have practically died with the end of the civil war, the reconstruction was a form of slavery to the African Americans which was as a result of racism. Several reconstruction acts were passed but in most cases, they really did not help the African Americans. Some northerners who were famously known as Carpetbagger came to the south, not to benefit the South but for personal political and economic gains. They just used reconstruction as a means to achieve their personal interests. During the Reconstruction period, history reveals that about fifty two out of sixty individuals serving in the Congress were ex-Union soldiers. The process was dominated with factors of racism because majority of those who occupied offices were from the north (Foner & Mahoney, 1997). 
In conclusion, although history reveals that the civil war was to end together with slavery and other issues, it just ushered in a new set of slavery, reconstruction and new legislations. After the Civil War, issues of racism dominated in the country, mostly in the Southern where majority were the African Americans who had just been freed from slavery. Racism led to a new era of slavery where African Americans were denied some of their natural rights. They were denied the right to vote through imposing of taxes which they were not able to pay. In addition, they were also subjected to hard labor in the process of rebuilding the land after the massive destructions during the war. New legislations were also some of the effects of racism. Racism led to several constitutional amendments where the legislators who were mostly from the north wanted to the law to favor them and punish the African Americans. The amendments saw all southerners kicked out public services and made to submit to the whites from the north. However, after a radical struggle, the Southerners gained some of their rights. The reconstruction, being an effect of racism also saw many African Americans being subjected in inhuman activities. Reconstruction Acts were passed in favor of the whites, which even allowed them to move to the South, and vie for political positions and grow their economies in the southern land. However, despite the numerous issues the southerners suffered due to racism, they always fought their way out and were able to reclaim their freedom. 
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